MACA Minutes October 4, 2016

The meeting was called to order by President Jim McCarty at 7:00 pm at HCI.  Officers and directors in attendance were introduced: Vice Pres. Kurt Meier, Treasurer Tom Abare; Directors Jenny Ferneding, Russ Ferneding, Janet Steiner.  Absent: Secretary Sue Zimmerman, Directors Frank Obermeyer, Brian McIntosh.

Police Report: Officer Jennifer Chilton reported 10 thefts from autos in September.  This is a significant decrease from the previous month.  No theft from autos since 1) a homeless man who camped at the bottom of the Hill was arrested and 2) police put cards on cars, reminding owners to keep all items out of view.

Auto thefts: Of the 4 autos stolen, 1 was recovered 2 days later; 1 was previously stolen and the valet key taken; that key was used to steal it a second time; 1 stolen car was a result of lost car keys -  the key was used to locate the car; 4th car – no recovery, no leads.

There were two thefts of catalytic converters.  Officer Chilton reports weekends were quiet in the bar district; new owner of Longworth’s is willing to work with police.

Resident reports noise from Yesterday’s.  She is advised to call the non-emergency number, 

765-1212 when increased noise is occurring.  Jim McCarty will talk to owner.
Resident reports the underbrush at Columbia Parkway exit onto Eggleston is a traffic hazard.  Officer will report to ODOT.

Fire Report: Lt. Greg Jessen reports in September there were 765 medical runs, 192 other runs from the Fire Station at 9th and Broadway, the station that serves Mt. Adams; this was an average month, with a yearly average of about 10,000 runs.  October is Fall Service of hydrants.  Cold weather if fire season.  Check the batteries in your smoke detectors; if your detector is 10 years old, replace.  You can get a new detector at the Fire Station.  Resident asked why fire truck, with 4 people, and medical transport, with 2 people, go to every call.  Responded it may take 6 people for a medical emergency.

Approval of minutes:  Moved by Chuck Curran, seconded by Russ Ferneding

President’s Report: Jim McCarty thanks Larry Boberschmidt and Jim Steiner for putting up and taking down the meeting announcement signs.  October 20th is our Safety Sector Meeting, 6pm at HCI – an email will be sent, confirming time and place.  Kurt Meier and Jim McCarty submitted a request for funds from the City’s 2018-2019 budget for: 1) Create a gateway over St. Gregory St.; 
2) Repair the Elsinore Steps; 3) Maintain all Mt. Adams Steps.  All requests will enhance our community, increase walkability.  Jim acknowledged these are all “Pie in the Sky” proposals, but worth submitting.
To clean the gum and stains from sidewalks on St. Gregory, from Hatch to the Bub’s Pizza and on Pavilion from St. Gregory to Crowley’s will cost $3,300.  Jim hopes the cost will be split 3 ways, between MACA, MABA and the Business Guild.   There was no Business Guild meeting today, he will bring this up at their next meeting.
Vice President’s Report: Kurt Meier states there will be an article in the next Grapevine about the vistas in Mt. Adams being overrun with debris.  The article will give a number for residents to call and complain; we will first focus on the curve at Pavilion and Carney streets.  These are privately owned areas and we want to encourage the owners to clean them up.

Beaujolais Nouveau is returning to Mt. Adams!  Thursday, November 17, 5:30 pm, a parade from Mt. Adams Bar and Grill to the Monk’s statue will precede the ceremonial opening of the first Beaujolais of 2016.  Calling all Poodles and Doodles, residents with and without berets to join the parade, then enjoy a glass of wine at Quincy’s.  A new name on the plaque that acknowledges significant contributions to Mt. Adams will be revealed.
Nominating Committee: Janet Steiner reports that the nominating committee, with the support of the MACA directors, proposes Bill Moran be elected Director.   He will fill the spot of Brian McIntosh, term limited after serving two, 3 year terms.  The election will take place at Nov’s meeting.

Treasurer’s Report: Tom Abare:  Income –2 new annual members; $1,225 Grapevine ad receipts
expenses: $510 paid for Nat’l night out grill & furniture rental; $1,029 Mutt Mitt purchase
Cash on hand $31,400
MABA: Fall Clean Up is October 22, meet at Bow Tie at 9 am.

Clean, Safe and Attractive: Jenny Ferneding. Towne Properties paid for new trees planted on St. Gregory St.  Pavilion St. area of water damage has been repaved by City.  John Deatrick suggested Jenny look into cameras in Mt. Adams to address the thefts issues.  She and Russ met with representative of the city who installs them.  Cost is $3,000 per camera, paid for by the neighborhood; one camera must have a sight line to the monitoring station in Price Hill.  Cameras are not constantly monitored but the tape is saved for 14 days so can be reviewed after an incident has occurred.  Further investigation needed to determine how many cameras would be needed here.  They cannot be placed on telephone poles, can be placed on city owned poles or on private residences.  Tina asked if there will be community input before making a decision.  Jim McCarty said this is in the early discussion stage, no decisions have been made.

NSP:  Terri Abare proposes the following:  

Resolved, that MACA shall apply for NSP funds from the City of Cincinnati for the following purposes:  $4,000 for the Grapevine newsletter; $800 for beautification (purchase of plants and mulch for the flower pots and public gardens); $1,025 for screen rental and movie rental for Cinema in the City; and $975 for Mutt Mitts.  

Further resolved, that the following people are authorized to sign NSP program documents on behalf of MACA:  James McCarty, President, Tom Abare, Treasurer, and Terri Abare, NSP Manager.

Further resolved, that if any amendments are required to the NSP contract after it is awarded, such amendments may be approved by the Board of Directors and signed by James McCarty or Tom Abare, as appropriate.

Tina Russo moved we approve the proposal, Chuck Curran seconded.  Motion passed.
CIP: Russ Ferneding.  No report

Grapevine:  Deadline for articles is November 1.

Community Life:  Pat Feghali said there is candy left over from Cinema in the City if anyone is planning a Halloween Party.  She welcomes anyone who wants to be on the Cinema in the City committee, contact her if interested.
Upcoming Events: Clean Up the Hill October 22; Beaujolais Nouveau November 17; Reindog Parade December 10; Luminary Night December 18; Mt. Adams Walking Tours continue through November.

Guests: Clark Stevens and Don Schuster from the Cincinnati Art Club.  The Art Club was founded in 1890 by some well known artists, including Frank Duvenck and Herman Wessels; however, Herman’s wife Bessie, also a well respected was not allowed to be a member since women weren’t permitted to join until the 1980s.  In the 1950s, the Art Club moved from downtown to Mt. Adams.

Just a couple days ago, the Art Club was informed they prevailed in their suit against CPS and rights to the property will be turned over to them.  More than 10 years ago, the Club had a very grandiose expansion plan that never came to fruition.  They hope to eventually bring forward a more modest plan to expand their space.  Mission of the Art Club is to engage people to support an interest in art.  They have two levels of membership, ‘signature members’ and ‘associate members’, both have shows that are open to the public.  They have recently started a group names DAWG or Digital Artists Working Group.
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm

